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SA5 - The service implements and monitors systems to manage the risk of infection.

Minimising the risk of infection is essential for patient and staff safety. Good practice
guidance suggests that policies and protocols for infection control should be developed,
agreed, maintained and applied throughout the service. Processes and protocols should be
grounded in current best practice and reflect professional guidance and statutory
requirements. Staff should be aware of the protocols and how to access them, and any
changes should be communicated to them.

Effective infection control requires the definition and assessment of risks and the
management of incidence and possible incidence of infection. Policies and processes should
be implemented covering:

— hand hygiene;

— work-based clothing/attire/uniforms, including the use of gloves and gowns (taking
account of possible skin sensitivities and allergies);

— personal protective equipment;

— clinical equipment including linen;

— control of the environment (see also standard statement FR1);

— managing blood and bodily fluid spillages;

— movement of patients with an infection to, from and within the service; and
— Record of cleaning undertaken as necessary.

Information regarding the service’s systems and processes for preventing and controlling
infection should be available to patients and the public. Specific information should be given
to patients about any healthcare-associated infections relevant to their care and any
preventative measures the patient is able to take to reduce the risks.

Specific processes should be in place to manage patients who may have contagious or
communicable diseases, or those who have suppressed immune systems. These should
include arrangements in place for these patients to be allocated to a separate waiting area or
taken directly to the examination room, where possible. Staff involved should be provided
with appropriate protective equipment.

All staff should be trained and aware of their responsibility to minimise infection. The service
may wish to establish an infection control team, to operate in accordance with organisational

policy.

Systems should be in place to prevent and manage healthcare-associated infections in staff
and others. Processes should be in place to care for staff and others exposed to contagious
or communicable diseases, including timely administration of vaccinations and/or
prophylactic medication. Treatment should be offered after an incident and staff should be
supported and offered counselling.

Equipment, including ancillary equipment, should be properly cleaned and decontaminated

in accordance with manufacturers’ instructions after coming into contact with patients with
contagious and communicable diseases, or following any incident. Areas affected in any
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incident should be cleaned and decontaminated (see also standard statement FR1). There
must be a process in place to ensure adequate protection of all staff, including maintenance
staff, with appropriate decontamination equipment available prior to handover.

References
The Society and College of Radiographers. Health Care Associated Infections (HCAIS):

Practical Guidance and Advice. London: The Society and College of Radiographers, 2006.
http://www.sor.org/system/files/article/201202/sor _health care associated-1 0.pdf

Royal College of Nursing. Wipe it Out: Guidance on uniforms and work wear. London: RCN,
2013. https://matrix.rcn.org.uk/ data/assets/pdf file/0010/78652/002724.pdf

Health Protection Scotland. Compendium of Healthcare Associated Infection Guidance;
version 7.1. Health Protection Scotland, 2018.
http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/resourcedocument.aspx?id=6663

Public Health Agency (NI). The Northern Ireland Regional Infection Prevention and Control
Manual. Belfast, Public Health Agency 2018.

https://www.niinfectioncontrolmanual.net/

National Services Scotland. National Infection Prevention and Control Manual v 2.4
Edinburgh: HSS, updated 2018.
http://www.documents.hps.scot.nhs.uk/hai/infection-control/ic-manual/ipcm-p-v2.4.pdf

National Institute for Health and Care Excellence. Infection: Prevention and Control of
healthcare-associated infections in primary and community care. CG139 London: NICE,
2017. http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cql139/chapter/1-recommendations

NHS Improvement Healthcare associated infection 2017
https://improvement.nhs.uk/resources/healthcare-associated-infections/

National Services Scotland. National Infection Prevention and Control Manual:
Development process: Edinburgh: HSS 2017
http://www.nipcm.hps.scot.nhs.uk/documents/national-infection-prevention-and-control-
manual-development-process/

Public Health Wales. Welsh Healthcare Associated Infection Programme. PHS 2017
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/home.cfm?orgid=379

Public Health England. Healthcare associated infections (HCAI): guidance, data and
analysis. PHE, updated 2016.
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/healthcare-associated-infections-hcai-quidance-
data-and-analysis

Loveday, H.P. et al epic3: National Evidence-Based Guidelines for Preventing Healthcare-
Associated Infections in NHS Hospitals in England. Journal of Hospital Infection;

Volume 86, Supplement 1, Pages S1-S70, January 2014.
http://www.journalofhospitalinfection.com/article/S0195-6701(13)60012-2/fulltext

National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE). Infection Prevention and Control,
QS61. London: NICE, 2014.
https://www.nice.org.uk/quidance/gs61

National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE).Prevention and control of
healthcare associated infections: Quality Improvement guide. NICE, 2011.
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ph36

Page 2 of 3


http://www.sor.org/system/files/article/201202/sor_health_care_associated-1_0.pdf
http://www.documents.hps.scot.nhs.uk/hai/infection-control/ic-manual/ipcm-p-v2.4.pdf
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg139/chapter/1-recommendations
https://improvement.nhs.uk/resources/healthcare-associated-infections/
http://www.nipcm.hps.scot.nhs.uk/documents/national-infection-prevention-and-control-manual-development-process/
http://www.nipcm.hps.scot.nhs.uk/documents/national-infection-prevention-and-control-manual-development-process/
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/home.cfm?orgid=379
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/healthcare-associated-infections-hcai-guidance-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/healthcare-associated-infections-hcai-guidance-data-and-analysis
http://www.journalofhospitalinfection.com/issues?issue_key=S0195-6701(13)X0015-5
http://www.journalofhospitalinfection.com/article/S0195-6701(13)60012-2/fulltext
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs61
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ph36

National Patient Safety Agency. National specifications for cleanliness: primary medical and
dental premises. London: NPSA, 2010.
http://faad.co.uk/Includes/NPSA%20cleaning%?20specification.pdf

Legislation

The Health Act 2006 Part 2. Prevention and control of health care associated infections.
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/28/part/2

The Personal Protective Equipment at Work Regulations 1992.
Www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si1992/Uksi 19922966 en_1.htm

Website

Public Health England.
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england

The Colleges will aim to update the reference list regularly to ensure that the
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or maintenance of these external sites.
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